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Since its public inauguration in the 1950s, 

Plaza Altamira was perceived as a rejection 

of  the old, traditional city. Its obelisk was 

erected as a symbol of  progress and 

modernity, breaking the predominant 

horizontality of  the colonial landscape. 

Through the years, the plaza has 

maintained its iconic status and has 

become a meeting point for neighbors who 

have abandoned the core city in search of  

a more progressive suburban lifestyle. 

Over the last seven years, Plaza Altamira 

has been adopted by government

opponents and attained a new symbolism; 

it was unofficially renamed by them 

“Freedom Square,” and has become their 

meeting place. In contrast, those that 

support the government refer to the plaza 

as “Conspiracy Square” or “Squalid 

Square;” as a pro-government informant 

emphasized, “That place is full of  political 

enemies.”  

My project analyzes the militarization and 

later “religious-fication” of  Plaza Altamira,

explores how groups use the plaza  to 

advance their social, cultural and political 

agendas, and looks at how politics and 

space are related and how religious 

symbols are used to express this 

relationship. 

� During the militarization of  Plaza Altamira a group 

of  women prayed a daily rosary in front of  a life-sized 

statue of  the Virgin Mary that was brought to the 

plaza. That particular statue remained in the square 

for more than two years and became known as “Plaza 

Altamira’s Virgin and Queen of  Peace.”

� In October 2006, I participated in 

the celebration of  the fourth 

anniversary of  Plaza Altamira’s 

Virgin. On Thursday October 26 the 

rosary was prayed  during the late 

afternoon and afterwards the statue 

was taken in a procession to Don 

Bosco Church a mile away. Through 

this public parade, participants 

celebrated the Virgin’s religious 

relevance, masking the statue’s 

symbolism as part of  a political 

spectacle.

�Through its gatherings, the group 

has created a daily public ritual that 

combines the traditional Catholic 

Rosary with their definition of  

political participation and civic 

responsibility. 
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�On October 22, 2002 a group of fourteen military members, declaring

themselves in “legitimate disobedience” to the government took over Plaza

Altamira, declaring it an “independent territory” within the country.

� By the beginning of 2003 and after a national strike that lasted two

months, many of the opposition military members were politically

persecuted and forced to leave the country, but some civilians refused to

stop their struggle and continued to gather in Plaza Altamira.

�Throughout the last eleven years, both 

the government and the opposition 

movement have competed against each 

other for legitimacy through the control 

of  certain symbols; in that struggle the 

Virgin Mary located in Plaza Altamira 

has been used as an instrument to 

delegitimize President Chávez’ 

administration. 
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responsibility. 

�The group believes it must guard 

and protect Plaza Altamira from any 

“evil actions” that come from the 

government; therefore followers 

pray, light candles, and offer flowers 

there every day.
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TTTThhhheeee    ssssttttaaaattttuuuueeee    ooooffff     tttthhhheeee    

VVVViiiirrrrggggiiiinnnn    hhhhaaaassss    pppprrrroooovvvviiiiddddeeeedddd    aaaa    

wwwwaaaayyyy    ffffoooorrrr    ggggoooovvvveeeerrrrnnnnmmmmeeeennnntttt    
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� In February 2009 the statue of  the 

Virgin had fallen over due to weather and 

erosion. In the meantime while money is 

being raised to buy another life-sized 

statue, a smaller replica was temporarily 

placed there. Plaza Altamira is 

“opposition territory;” and the statue of  

the Virgin will be kept there as long as the 

opposition claims the plaza as their 

territory.


